Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg2 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. 
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Comment
The title compound, 1-benzyl-1H-benzimidazole was first synthesized by Lionel (Lionel et al. 1996) using DMF as solvent.
The structure reported here is an orthorhombic form polymorph of the title compound, (C 14 H 12 N 2 ), which has been characterized previously in a monoclinic form (Lei & Zhou, 2009 ). The bond lengths and angles are closely similar to those previously described . The dihedral angle between the imidazole ring and the benzyl ring is 76.78 (16)°, indicated that those two rings are not mutually perpendicular. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked via weak intermolecular C-H···N interactions, forming a chain along the b-axis direction. The structure is further stabilized by C-H···π contacts involving both of the aromatic rings. This arrangement is similar to that observed in the monoclinic polymorph.
Experimental
The title compound was obtained by reacting benzimidazole (1.18 g, 0.01 mol) with benzyl chloride (1.25 g, 0.01 mol) and potassium carbonate (1.38 g, 0.01 mol) in acetone (50 ml). The reaction mixture was refluxed for 10 h. After removal of the solvents, the residue was dispersed in water to obtain an oil layer. Then the oil was dissolved in hot ethanol/water (2:1) and colourless blocks of (I) arose.
Refinement
The absolute sturcture of (I) is indeterminate in the present refinement. The methylene H atoms were freely refined. The other H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93Å) and refined as riding with Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I), showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction coefficient: 0.022 (5) supplementary materials sup-3
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
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